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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 Our annual reunion is fast approaching, and a 
reservation form is enclosed with this newsletter.  Note 
that, for ease of mailing, we have a single, two-sided 
form for dues/contributions, reservations and proxy 
voting.  Please be sure to fill out both sides of the form.  
For details on the reunion schedule see the separate 
item on this page.  Annual members, please send in 
your dues promptly to spare us the time and expense 
involved with follow-ups to delinquents.  Our life 
memberships are a bargain at $350 ($200 for age 65 
and older).   
 On the form we are asking again for special 
contributions for the Jean Hasbrouck House roof. (See 
separate item about the house status for details).  As 
you’ll see on the form, we’re also looking to your 
generosity for contributions to our General Fund 
(which pays for our activities other than the Abraham 
House) and our Endowment Fund (the income from 
which feeds the General Fund).  Our General Fund 
income is still insufficient to fund all the things we 
should be doing.  Please mail back your forms to reach 
us no later than October 1, so that we can meet the 
caterer’s deadline for a luncheon headcount. 
 With the annual membership cycle starting in 
October, I’m again asking for your help in recruiting 
new members for HFA.  Ask your relatives to join.  
Give memberships to your children/grandchildren and 
help them to develop an interest in their fascinating 
cultural heritage.  Get them to look at our website and 
participate in our Facebook site. The longer-term 
health of our organization depends on having younger 
members enthusiastic about carrying on its objectives 
as the older ones inevitably fade from the scene.    

 
Robert W. Hasbrouck, Jr. 
 

ANNUAL REUNION  
 
 Our reunion this year is on Saturday, October 
8, in New Paltz.  We will have registration, 
coffee/pastries and socializing beginning at 9AM in  

 
 

Deyo Hall.   At 10AM we will hold our annual business 
meeting. (Note: This timing is a change from previous 
years.) At 10:45AM we’ll proceed to the French Church 
for our traditional short memorial service.  Afterwards 
we’ll see some Hasbrouck memorabilia in the HHS 
archives beneath the church.  Then we’ll proceed to 
the Jean and Abraham Houses for an update on 
what’s happening and planned at each one.  At 
12:45PM we’ll meet back at Deyo Hall for a group 
picture followed by lunch (please make lunch 
reservations on the enclosed form), a status and 
outlook report from HHS and a presentation on the 
recent interesting discoveries under the “Abe” House 
kitchen. Then we invite you to linger on your own and 
visit The Celebration of the Arts on Huguenot Street 
and the exhibits and museum shop in the Visitor 
Center at the DuBois Fort or take a house tour. Bring 
your HFA or HHS membership card for free house 
tours and a 10% discount (except for books and 
music) at the museum shop.  At the shop be sure to 
see the excellent booklet titled For the Village: The 
Story of Huguenot Street ($11.95), featuring a short 
history, descriptions and color photos.  At the LeFevre 
House you can see a gallery of portraits from the HHS 
collections, including several Hasbroucks. If you are 
visiting Huguenot Street for the first time, we strongly 
advise you to spend at least one night here because 
the reunion will take up most of Saturday, and you will 
need at least one additional day to visit Huguenot 
Street.  The houses can be visited only on guided 
tours and are closed on Wednesdays.  Feel free to 
contact us to help with your planning. The Hudson 
Valley is full of beautiful scenery and tourist attractions; 
you can easily spend an entire vacation here.   
 Anyone planning an overnight stay should 
make reservations as soon as possible.  The reunion 
is on Columbus Day weekend, and accommodations 
usually sell out early.  New Paltz has three good 
motels:  

Super 8 (845-255-8865), the closest to 
Huguenot Street 
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EconoLodge (845-255-6200) 
Rodeway Inn (845-883-7373). 

You can also get information on bed & breakfast inns 
in the area (including a Hasbrouck house in Stone 
Ridge – see June ’08 newsletter) from the Chamber of 
Commerce (845-255-0243). 
 Mark your calendars for October 8 and plan to 
come and find out about your extended family! 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
 Enclosed is our annual membership dues 
notice.  If your mailing label has an L on it, you are a 
life member and owe no dues.  If you think you are a 
life member and don’t have an L on your label, contact 
our office for follow-up.  Annual members who don’t 
have an 11 on their mailing label owe dues in arrears 
at $20/year as determined by the year on your label.  
Please send in your dues now; reminder notices are 
expensive! If you don’t want to bother with annual 
dues, life memberships are $350 ($200 for age 65 and 
over).    
 If you wish to maintain your membership and 
feel you cannot afford the dues, please tell us your 
situation and request a waiver.  We especially don't 
want to abandon long-time members whose current 
financial condition makes the dues a hardship. 
 Unlike the unincorporated family associations, 
membership in HFA does not include membership in 
The Huguenot Historical Society (HHS) although it 
does include all the benefits of HHS membership* 
except voting rights.  If you want membership in HHS 
(and we encourage it), annual dues are $40 for 
individuals or $75 for families.  You can send them a 
check at 18 Broadhead Avenue, New Paltz, NY 12561.  
 
*Main benefits are (1) free house tours, (2) 10% 
discount at museum shop (except books and music), 
(3) HHS newsletters, and (4) one complimentary 
research request to HHS Library/Archives, others at a 
reduced rate.  
 

OUR HOUSES 
 
Abraham Hasbrouck House  
 As a prelude to replacing the stone floor in the 
kitchen with a more period-authentic wooden one, the 
stone floor was removed, and Prof. Joseph Diamond’s 
SUNY Archaeology Field School students excavated 
65% of the newly exposed ground beneath it.  They 
came up with many interesting artifacts, the most 
notable being some beads which appear to be of 
African origin, presumably brought with them by 
African slaves who worked in the house.   Pieces of 

raw coral and marginella shells are also probably 
slave-related.  In addition, the group found parts of 
smoking pipes, thimbles, pins, handmade bone 
buttons, gun flints, a musket ball and birdshot of 
several sizes – all clues to how the former inhabitants 
lived.  The remaining 35% of the space is being 
excavated under the leadership of HHS’s Kevin Van 
Kleeck. 
 

 
Abraham House cellar kitchen: SUNY Professor Joe 
Diamond views marked-off sections of archaeological dig he 
conducted beneath kitchen floor 
 

 
Abraham House interior from south room to center room 
with walls between them removed to facilitate lowering of 
center room floor (visibly higher than south room) to its 
original level.  Front door (open) is visible at left, entrance to 
north room beyond window and door to cellar kitchen at 
right.  Fireplace between them is obscured by removed 
pieces temporarily stored in front of it. 
 
 

 Although the house is closed, there’s a lot 
going on inside.  By yearend we hope to complete (1) 
lowering the center room floor to its original level, (2) 
installing a period-appropriate partition wall in the 
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center room and another in the north room (opkamer), 
(3) installing a wooden floor in the kitchen, (4) making 
plaster repairs and (5) installing portable heaters to 
control moisture in the winter.  Meanwhile, we’ll also 
be working on plans for furnishings, interior painting 
and lighting.  An ambitious schedule indeed!  
 
Jean Hasbrouck House  
 The only project now in progress is the painting 
of the casement windows on the north wall (a 
historically appropriate red).  But a major challenge 
looming ahead is the need for a new roof, probably 
costing over $100,000. That will require a major 
fundraising effort, scheduled for next year.  However, 
HFA is not waiting that long.  This being a Hasbrouck 
House, it is incumbent on us to be a primary 
contributor to this project, and it continues to be our 
primary fundraising focus. So we are asking you again 
to contribute for the roof at this time as we seek to 
build a substantial fund dedicated to supporting the 
replacement project. In the meanwhile patchwork 
repairs will continue as well as the development of a 
specific replacement plan and an assessment of its 
cost. 
 
Locust Lawn (Josiah Hasbrouck House)  
a report from its owner, Locust Grove  
 The recently reinstalled shutters are being 
repainted, as are the upstairs bedrooms.  Upstairs 
plastering progress has slowed; it’s not finished yet.  
Consequently, the party to celebrate its completion has 
been postponed at least to October.  HFA will notify its 
members by email when details are available.  The 
barn close to the Terwilliger House is scheduled for 
painting this month. 
 An artist has been retained to create a replica 
of the unusual floorcloth (19th century version of 
linoleum) floor covering in the entrance hall.  It will be 
laid on top of the original, which will be retained for its 
historic value. 
 Locust Grove plans to set up a section on its 
website for Locust Lawn.  In the meanwhile, the HHS 
version can still be seen at www.locustlawn.org. 
 
PERSONNEL CHANGES ON HUGUENOT STREET 

 
 HHS has a new executive director: Tracy 
McNally, who has extensive leadership experience in 
both business and not-for-profit organizations.  Most 
recently she was president/CEO of the Greene County 
Chamber of Commerce.  Along with her executive 
leadership skills, Ms. McNally has a strong background 
in marketing, communications, development and 
financial management.  She has been instrumental in 

the transformation of organizations through strategic 
analysis, long-range planning and execution.  At HHS 
she will be focusing her efforts on working to nurture 
and grow the organization and to raise awareness of 
and recognition for Historic Huguenot Street’s many 
research, education, stewardship and preservation 
programs. 
 Susan Stessin-Cohn, who has been involved 
with HHS since 2005, has been appointed to a newly 
created position which will focus on content for exhibits 
and educational and public programs.  She has a 
strong background as a curator, archives specialist, 
curriculum developer and historical consultant. 
 We are happy to welcome both of these 
talented new HHS officers and look forward to working 
with them.   
 Richard Heyl de Ortiz has resigned as director 
of marketing, development and visitation.  Ms. McNally 
and HHS President Mary Etta Schneider will decide 
how to structure these functions going forward.   
 

AN UNEXPECTED REAPPEARANCE  
 
 HFA President Bob Hasbrouck relates: Not 
long ago, I received an email from a gun collector in 
Texas who had purchased a hunting rifle with a 
telescopic sight, which he was told had belonged to 
Maj. Gen. Sherman V. Hasbrouck (see May ’02 
newsletter), who died in 2002 at the age of 103. The 
rifle (see photo) is a U.S. military Springfield 1903 
model in 30--06 caliber. It was customized for hunting 
by the expert New York gunsmith Roy Vail, who added 
some decorative features as well. It also has a small 
golden plate embedded into the underside of the stock 
and inscribed: Gen H. The collector, who already 
owned other rifles customized by Vail, asked if HFA 
could verify Sherman’s prior ownership.  I called his 
widow, Clara, who confirmed that (1) Sherman was an 
avid hunter, (2) he had owned at least one Vail rifle 
with a telescopic sight, and (3) he marked his guns 
with a metal identification plate. The circumstantial 
evidence was overwhelming; this had to be Sherman’s 
rifle. But then Clara dropped a bombshell. Sherman’s 
house in Stone Ridge, N. Y. had been robbed in the 
mid–70s while he was traveling, and his entire 
collection of rifles and shotguns was among the many 
items stolen! The crime was never solved and no 
property ever recovered. Until now. It was apparent 
that this collector had unwittingly purchased stolen 
merchandise! His elation at having Sherman’s 
ownership confirmed was eclipsed by the fact that the 
rifle could be confiscated and, in the worst case, he 
could be charged with possessing stolen goods. 
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Maj. Gen. Sherman Hasbrouck’s rediscovered hunting rifle 

 
 Fortunately, the outcome was much more 
favorable. The collector, taken aback by this 
revelation, contacted the person who had sold him the 
rifle, who, not surprisingly, denied any knowledge that 
the rifle was stolen. Over the intervening 35-or-so 
years since the robbery, the chain of possession was 
obscured, although the linkage to Roy Vail and 
Sherman survived intact. The collector even notified 
the Stone Ridge police, who confirmed the unsolved 
robbery but were not inclined to reopen the case 
without being pushed. And no one pushed. Here the 
collector benefited greatly from Clara’s benevolent 
reaction. Now 90 years old, she had no interest in 
repossessing the rifle. Sherman had no children to 
claim it, and Clara decided that it had found a good 
home with a collector who had acquired it in good faith 
and was proud to give it a place of honor in the 
sizeable display in his home. He eagerly received the 
biographical information I sent him about Sherman, 
which added considerably to his appreciation of the 
rifle and the general who used it. He is displaying it 
beside the rifle. So the whole affair has turned out 
satisfactorily for all concerned. And, posthumously, 
Sherman now has a proud new fan, who had not even 
heard of him a year or so ago! 
 

AN UNUSUAL ALLIANCE – ABRAHAM BRUYN 
HASBROUCK AND SOJOURNER TRUTH  

 
 Although it was the cultural norm of those times 
and included such still-revered national icons as 
Washington, Jefferson and Lee, it still makes us wince 
when we read about the involvement of our early 
American ancestors in the institution of slavery and 
their often harsh treatment of their slaves, who were 
commonly considered more as items of property than 
human beings. (See newsletter articles in Sept.’03 and 
Feb.’04 editions.) Thus it was heartening to learn that 
one of our ancestors did something positive for the 
cause of social justice with respect to the human rights 
of African-Americans. 
 

 
Abraham Bruyn Hasbrouck 

 
 This individual was Abraham Bruyn (A.B.) 
Hasbrouck (1791-1879), a fifth- generation descendant 
of Abraham, the Patentee. The son of Judge Jonathan 
Hasbrouck, he also studied law after graduation from 
Yale in 1810. Admitted to the bar in 1813, he practiced 
in Kingston but took time off to serve a term in 
Congress from 1825-7.  It was soon after his return to 
his Kingston practice that he encountered the woman 
who would later become known as Sojourner Truth, 
perhaps the most famous female civil-rights activist of 
the mid-1800s. 
 At that time, however, she was known simply 
as Isabella (or Belle), born around 1797 and the 
youngest of 12 children in a slave family owned by 
wealthy landowner and Revolutionary War veteran 
Col. Johannes Hardenburgh in Rifton, N.Y. (near New 
Paltz). Most of her siblings had been sold before she 
had a chance to know them. By age 12 she was 
working on the farm of John Dumont in West Park 
(near Kingston and New Paltz). In 1817 he married her 
to another slave with whom she had four children. 
 In 1799 New York State passed the 
Manumission Law, which provided that every slave 
over the age of 23 would be freed in 1827. Dumont 
offered to free Isabella a year earlier because of her 
faithful service; however, he then reneged on his 
promise. Not to be denied her earned freedom, 
Isabella escaped with her infant daughter and found 
refuge with the Isaac Van Wagenen family in Rifton. 
 Isaac was an anti-slavery advocate who had 
known her from infancy. He paid Dumont $20 to 
relinquish his claim on her. Soon afterward she 
learned that Dumont had sold her 5-year-old son,  
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Sojourner Truth 

 

Peter, to Solomon Gedney, who in turn sold him 
illegally into slavery in Alabama. With the help of the 
Van Wagenens, Isabella sought redress from the court 
in Kingston. We don’t know what brought them 
together (maybe the Van Wagenens), but historical 
records show that Abraham Bruyn Hasbrouck and his 
law partner took up her case without charge. While the 
case was in process, Isabella remained in Kingston 
and worked as a domestic in the house of A. B. 
Hasbrouck and his wife, Julia (a judge’s daughter). In 
1828 the court decided in her favor. This was a 
landmark case – the first decision ever on behalf of a 
freed black woman to require the return of a child from 
a white man. Gedney was forced to post a $600 bond 
and go to Alabama to bring back Peter to his mother. 
 While with the Van Wagenens, Isabella had a 
religious transformation and became a devout 
Christian. In 1829 she moved to New York City and 
became a housekeeper for Elijah Pierson, a Christian 
evangelist. When he died suddenly, Isabella and 
another evangelist were accused of stealing from and 
poisoning him. She asked A. B. Hasbrouck for a 
character reference, and he wrote that she lived with 
his family in 1828 and that “she merited the entire 
confidence of my family by her good conduct and 
fidelity.” She and her co-defendant were both 
acquitted. 
 In 1843 Isabella changed her name to 
Sojourner Truth and told her friends, “The Spirit calls 

me, and I must go.” She then commenced to travel 
and preach about abolition, women’s rights and 
religious tolerance. In this regard she overcame 
formidable handicaps. She was illiterate and in her 
youth spoke only Dutch. Nevertheless, she was an 
imposing (6 feet tall) and powerful speaker, 
characterized by her quick wit, forceful delivery and 
independent spirit – never being intimidated by her 
opponents. She became immensely popular and 
influential. She addressed the first national women’s 
rights convention and met with Presidents Lincoln and 
Grant. In Washington she rode the streetcars to help 
force their desegregation.  During the Civil War she 
recruited black troops for the Union Army, and 
afterwards operated a village on property owned by 
Robert E. Lee and devoted to educating and resettling 
freed slaves. She remained a vocal advocate for social 
justice until her death in 1883. 
 

 
Sojourner Truth with President Lincoln in 1865 

 
 Following the historic court victory, A. B. 
Hasbrouck continued his distinguished career. 
Described as “dignified and scholarly, of genial 
manners and generous hospitality,” he became 
president of the Ulster County Bank in 1831. In 1840 
he was selected as the sixth president of Rutgers 
College (now the State University of New Jersey), and 
the first layman to hold the office. During his ten–year 
tenure he taught rhetoric, constitutional law and 
political economy.  He added modern languages to the 
curriculum and expanded study of the sciences. And 
his presence still manifests itself in the form of many 
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fine trees he planted which still survive on the Rutgers 
campus. 
 In 1850 Abraham returned to Kingston and was 
a founder and president of the Kingston Bank. In 1851 
he became Vice President of the American Bible 
Society, and in 1856 he founded and served as the 
first president of the Ulster County Historical Society. 
He lived until 1879 and was survived by six of his eight 
children, born between 1820 and 1836. He must have 
been gratified to see what grew out of his early support 
of social justice for a struggling young black woman in 
need of help. 
 (Much of this information for this article came 
from Anne Gordon, the Ulster County Historian and 
chairperson of the Sojourner Truth Memorial Fund, 
who spoke at our annual reunion on this topic.) 
 

ANOTHER HASBROUCK WEST POINTER  

 
Alfred Hasbrouck as a West Point cadet, 1882 or 3 

 
 This one goes back a ways. He is Alfred 
Hasbrouck, a seventh-generation descendant of 
Abraham. He grew up in Poughkeepsie, not far from 
West Point, and graduated from the Military Academy 
in 1883, at age 24, as a 2nd lieutenant. (Things have 
changed a lot since then, to put it mildly. His class had 
52 graduates; the recent Class of 2011 had 1,030, 
including 171 women.) His first duty assignment was at 
Fort Fred Steele in the Wyoming Territory (Indian 
country in those days). He was assigned to the 14th 
Infantry Regiment, with which he served for most of his 
long career. With the Army shrunken in size after the 
Civil War, promotions were few and far between. It 
took 8 years, until 1891, for Alfred to become a 1st 
lieutenant. (By contrast, with World War I in progress, 
Robert W. Hasbrouck, Class of August 1917, found his 

promotion to 1st lieutenant awaiting his arrival at his 
first duty station!) But Alfred, too, appears to have 
benefited from the outbreak of war. In 1898 he was still 
a first lieutenant, assigned as professor of military 
science and tactics at Riverview Military Academy in 
Poughkeepsie, at the start of the Spanish American 
War. At his own request Alfred was relieved from duty 
there to rejoin the 14th Infantry and was promoted to 
captain in July. He accompanied the regiment’s 
transfer to the Philippines, which was then a Spanish 
possession. In August the war ended, and Spain 
ceded the Philippines to the US in return for $20 
million. However, Philippine nationalists, headed by 
Emilio Aguinaldo, quickly declared an independent 
republic and denounced the trading of Spanish 
occupation for that of the Americans. Negotiations 
failed, and fighting erupted in February 1899. In April 
Maj. Gen. H.W. Lawton led an expedition of 1,500 
troops to attack and capture the important city of Santa 
Cruz. It was here that Alfred had his greatest military 
achievement, commanding the 2nd Battalion of the 14th 
Infantry.  To gain access to the city, the Americans had 
to cross and capture a large bridge defended by 
entrenched and well-fortified positions. General 
Lawton’s report on the campaign tells us what 
happened when they reached the bridge: 
 “Without hesitation Captain Hasbrouck and his 
battalion of the 14th Infantry, the Washington 
sharpshooters and some of the Idaho battalion 
charged across the bridge and completely routed the 
insurgents. …Captain Hasbrouck’s direction of this 
movement and conduct during it are worthy of special 
mention.” This commendation wound its way slowly 
through the bureaucracy and finally resulted – in 
March 1902 – in Alfred’s presidential appointment as 
brevet major (the increased rank without increased 
pay. The Army was getting its leadership on the cheap; 
battalions are usually commanded by lieutenant 
colonels.) 
 Meanwhile, other foreign duty called. In July of 
1900 anti-foreign sentiment in China resulted in the 
Boxer Rebellion – so called because of the clenched 
fist symbol of its instigating group (140,000 strong). 
The Boxers occupied Peking (now Beijing) and for 
eight weeks besieged the foreigners and Chinese 
Christians there. An international force of American, 
British, French, German, Russian and Japanese 
troops fought its way through from Tientsin to relieve 
the siege in August. Alfred was there with the 14th 
Infantry, which was involved in heavy fighting during 
the advance, and upon arrival – to quote the after-
action report – “two companies of the 14th Infantry … 
scaled the wall of the Chinese city at the northeast 
corner, and the flag of that regiment was the first 
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foreign colors unfurled upon the walls surrounding 
Peking.”  
 That was Alfred’s last combat duty, but far from 
the end of his military career. In 1903–05 he was back 
with the 14th Infantry in the Philippines. In 1906 he was 
finally promoted to the regular rank of major – pay 
included. In 1908–10 he had another tour with the 14th 
in the Philippines. In 1911 he was chosen to join the 
initial group attending a new course which was the 
precursor to what is today the prestigious Command 
and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. In November he was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel and assigned to the 18th Infantry Regiment. He 
must have been successful there because he was 
promoted to colonel in 1915 and given command of 
the 20th Infantry Regiment. 
 World War I bypassed Alfred, except quite 
indirectly. His 20th Infantry was stationed at Fort 
Douglas, outside Salt Lake City, Utah. Besides being 
the regimental commander, he was also the post 
commander, responsible for the Fort Douglas facilities 
and services furnished to the resident organizations 
there. Shortly after the U.S. entered the war against 
Germany, a prisoner of war (POW) camp was 
established on the post. The camp had its own 
commandant and staff. Alfred had no direct 
responsibility for it other than providing normal post 
services and probably helping to hunt for escaped 
prisoners. That was fortunate for him because the 
camp became a major headache for those who were 
responsible, several of whom who were relieved or 
disciplined. It is an interesting diversion to relate what 
went on there. 
 Initially the camp held the crews of two German 
warships which were unluckily in American waters 
when the U.S. declared war, and were immediately 
captured. Shortly afterwards they were joined by an 
increasing number (up to 716 at one point) of German 
and Austrian civilians who were in the U.S. at the time 
and interned as enemy aliens. From the beginning the 
camp was a seething hotbed of resistance and 
rebellion; and, surprisingly, the civilians created more 
trouble than the military POWs. Escape attempts never 
ceased, mainly through building tunnels. Fourteen 
were discovered, but a fifteenth was not, and 
seventeen prisoners escaped through a 118–foot 
tunnel. Only five were recaptured. There were three 
other successful escapes involving five men, none of 
whom were caught. In separate incidents four 
prisoner-made bombs were discovered. There were 
frequent mass refusals to obey orders, some involving 
stone throwing and cursing at the Americans. In 
February 1918 there was a full-scale mutiny, 
eventually broken by guards with fixed bayonets. In 

August there was an attempt to burn down one of the 
prison barracks, thwarted with considerably difficulty 
by the post fire department (which would have been 
under Alfred’s control). When the Armistice was 
announced on November 11th, 1918, there was a riot 
by the occupants of that same barracks, during which 
they fought the guards with home-made weapons. 
That same day two POW transfers arrived, carrying, as 
it turned out, a flu virus which ultimately infected 300–
400 prisoners. The camp surgeon’s request to the 
Surgeon General for aid went unanswered. 
 While the camp was in operation, one prisoner 
died from deteriorating health. There were two suicide 
attempts, one successful. It took until April of 1920 to 
close down the place. It was troublesome to the end. 
The final two prisoners refused to leave. They were 
hauled to the prison’s gate and thrown out. The gate 
was locked behind them, and the camp finally closed. 
 Contrast this with the history of German POWs 
in the U.S. in World War II. There was only one 
successful escape recorded (a Luftwaffe pilot in 
Arizona). The POWs were generally well treated, and 
most seemed to be happy to be beyond the horrors of 
warfare. Many worked amiably on American farms, 
some so successfully that they developed long-term 
friendships with their host families; and a few even 
managed to remain here and become U.S. citizens. 
 Sometime during 1918 Alfred was transferred 
once more to the Philippines, this time to command the 
Third Philippine Regiment. The following year, after 36 
years of active service, Alfred applied for retirement. 
(Nowadays – with rare exceptions – officers are 
required to retire after 30 years, most even earlier.) 
And on November 30th, 1919, at age 61, he officially 
retired from the Army. But he was not to have a long 
retirement. Less than a year later he died in San 
Francisco on August 19, 1920. Frustratingly, his 
several obituaries do not give a cause of death, and 
his surviving relatives do not know, so it remains a 
mystery. 
 What kind of person was Alfred? He never 
married, but his older sister, Mrs Louisa Hulme, 
accompanied him on his duty tours for many years. He 
appears to have been quite well regarded by his troops 
and fellow officers. At his retirement reception  in the 
Philippines (quoting from his Holland Society* 
obituary), “before the assembled regiment and all 
persons at the post he was presented by the enlisted 
men with a gold-mounted golf bag containing a 
complete set of clubs and balls; also a cribbage board 
made of native narra wood, and was given three 
rousing cheers. In the evening all the officers and 
ladies gathered at Schofield Hall, where a dinner was 
served. All responded and in the most affectionate 
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terms expressed deep love and admiration for the 
Colonel.” 
 

 
Colonel Alfred Hasbrouck 

 

 In a similar vein, his West Point obituary 
concludes:  
 “Colonel Hasbrouck was an officer of marked 
ability.  Every organization that he commanded during 
his long career was kept in excellent condition, and 
due to his kindly nature and good judgment the best of 
feeling prevailed. 
 “I do not believe that Colonel Hasbrouck had 
an enemy and am sure he deserved to have none.  It 
is rare to find a character in which kindliness in 
disposition and such an affectionate nature were so 
united with excellent ability and good judgment.  His 
friends, and all that knew him were his friends, most 
sincerely mourn his untimely death.” 
 On August 26, 1920 Alfred was buried in the 
West Point cemetery with full military honors. (See 
gravestone photo.) 
 

*For many years Alfred was Vice President of the 
Holland Society of New York for the U.S. Army. 

 
Col. Alfred Hasbrouck’s gravestone  

in the West Point cemetery 
 

COAT OF ARMS ITEMS AND OTHERS AVAILABLE 
ONLINE – EXCELLENT FOR CHRISTMAS 

PRESENTS 
 

We are now offering our internet users a 
number of attractive items decorated with the 
Hasbrouck coat of arms.  Items currently available 
include tiles, mugs, magnets, badges, note/greeting 
cards, a keepsake box, a golf shirt, several types of 
tee shirts and a tote bag.  See and order these items 
online at www.cafepress.com/hasbrouckfamily.   Other 
Hasbrouck items (including an $11.95, 13”x16” coat of 
arms print suitable for framing) are available online 
from the HHS Museum Shop 
(www.huguenotstreet.org/store).    Most of them are 
also listed at the bottom of our home page with a link 
to the shop, and all can also be ordered by phone or 
regular mail.   
 

PAST EDITIONS OF THE HFA JOURNAL 
AVAILABLE  

 

 Our newsletter often includes references to 
articles in previous editions.  We have extra copies of 
most of these issues, and they are available on 
request.  Send it by regular mail (see address on 
masthead) or e-mail and specify which editions you 
want.  Or you can request a specific article; and if we 
can find it, we’ll send it. 
 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

Corinne Harrison, Atascadero, CA 
 

WE HAVE RECEIVED NOTICE OF THE 
FOLLOWING MEMBERS’ DEATHS  

 

Barbara Betts Kluberg 
Eleanor Hasbrouck Rawlings 


